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SW Audio Visual and JBL VERTEC® Line Arrays Deliver World-Class Audio For 
Winter Olympics’ O Zone 
 
NORTHRIDGE, California – In a unique application of JBL VERTEC® line arrays, SW Audio Visual deployed a 
complete outdoor wintertime entertainment audio system to accommodate up to 50,000 people for the 
Richmond O Zone, one of the official celebration sites of the 2010 Olympic Winter Games in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Canada. The O Zone was open for the duration of the Games from February 12-28, and featured live 
performances by some of Canada’s most successful musical artists across a broad range of genres.  
Situated on 60 acres in the heart of the Richmond City Centre, the O Zone featured large high-definition video 
screens to display the competitions, along with outdoor ice skating, art exhibits, ice sculptures and even a 
virtual reality bobsled attraction. The O Zone also hosted theme nights celebrating Canada’s diverse cultures 
and regions, including a Chinese New Year Celebration on February 14.   
 
“There were all kinds of performers throughout the two-and-a-half weeks the O Zone was open,” said event 
audio engineer Rob Aarden of SW Audio Visual. “The variety of talent was impressive, but it also posed a 
challenge because every act had its own unique set of requirements. We made sure we had enough gear to 
adapt to each situation.” 
 

The main stage at the O Zone featured 16 VERTEC VT4889 full-size line 
array elements per side, along with six VT4888DP-CN powered midsize 
line array elements with DrivePack® technology per side in place for out fill 
arrays. A total of 14 JBL SR4718 subwoofers provided supplemental low-
frequency support for the system, which also included 14 JBL TTM149 
stage monitors.   
 
“I was really happy with the performance of the VT4889’s and was pleased 
with the outstanding amount of high end the system had,” Aarden said. 
“Because we had so many guest engineers working for the different artists, 
it was crucial to have a reliable and dynamic system. Everything ran 
smoothly.” 
 
With its main office in Kelowna, B.C., SW Audio Visual maintains facilities 
throughout British Columbia and provides core audio visual equipment and 
services such as Live Event Video Broadcast, Web Casting, Video 
Conferencing, Lighting, Sound, Staging, and Press Conferences. For more 
information on the company, please visit www.sw-online.com 
 

JBL is a unit of Harman International Industries, Incorporated (www.harman.com). Harman International 
Industries, Incorporated designs, manufactures and markets a wide range of audio and infotainment products 
for the automotive, consumer and professional markets. Harman International maintains a strong presence in 
the Americas, Europe and Asia, and employs more than 11,000 people worldwide. The Harman International 
family of brands includes AKG®, Becker®, BSS®, Crown®, dbx®, DigiTech®, Harman Kardon®, Infinity®, JBL®, 
Lexicon®, Mark Levinson®, Revel®, QNX®, Soundcraft® and Studer®. Harman International’s stock is traded on 
the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol “NYSE: HAR.”  
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SW Audio Visual deployed a 
JBL VERTEC line array 
system for the Richmond O 
Zone at the 2010 Olympic 
Winter Games in Vancouver.  


