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EUROVISION SONG CONTEST LINESUPWITH
JBL VERTEC FROM UNIVERSAL BALTIC SOUND

RIGA, LATVIA - May 24, 2003 - Eurovision Song Contest 2003, held in Skonto Hall for alive
audience of over 6,000 persons, relied onaJBL VerTec™ system supplied by Latvia sown UBS
(Universal Baltic Sound). Inconjunctionwith Sweden’sDM Audio, UBSwas contracted to provide
sound reinforcement for the production. An audience of more than 100 million watched the contest on
televisonin42 countries. Latvian Televison wasthe main organizer, and coordinated thefina award
activitiesthat resulted from thework of morethan 2,500 techniciansand talent coordinatorswho staged
regional contestsin 26 different countries.

Audio technicians began setting up the sound system on May 8", more than two weeks prior to the
televised event. An extensive production and broadcast-interface technical period wasfollowed by afull
ten daysof rehearsalsand theliveevent. “Working on such aprestigious project, theentireaudio produc-
tionteam wasawarethat careful advance planning and athorough pre-show checkout would bevital to
meet theproducers expectations,” related Edmunds Zazerskis, UBS owner and chief loudspesker system
engineer for the event. “Our loudspeaker
systemgoesinvery quickly. Thereal issue §
onthistypeof productioniscreating thetem-
porary interfacesfor the variousremote au-
dio and video trucks, and giving all of the &
talent the time necessary to become com-
fortablewith the performance space, stage
set and the choreography.”

Thetriple-array main sound reinforcement
system set up by UBSfor Skonto Hall was

configured with Ieft, center andrightarrays  production technicianswork toprepare JBL Ver Tecarraysin
Riga’'sSkontoHall for the2003 Eur ovision Song Contest.
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of JBL VT4889 three-way linearray elements. Thesewere used in conjunction with VVT4880 dual-18"
subwoofer linearray e ements. Theleft and right arrayseach consisted of 8 VT4889 and 8 V T4880 units,
with 6 VT4889 unitsinthecenter. UBSrelied on BSSFDS-366 digital loudspeaker system controllersfor
managing thevarious spesker arrays. Additionally, sgnal-delayed arrayswere employed utilizing an addi-
tional 4V T4889 unitsfor each. In-fill requirementswere handled by JBL SP212 two-way systemsaong
withUBS' own custom JBL -loaded three-way enclosures.

“The producer’ sgoa son thisevent wereto get anear-field, hi-fi listening experiencefor theentire
audienceinalargeassembly hall,” noted Zazerskis. “Highintdligibility for both maleand femaevoca-
ists, along with accurate reproduction of recorded program material, wasvery important. TheVerTec
linearray system met the challenge extremely well. Therewasgenera agreement by executivesin
attendancethat the pre-recorded playback tracks sounded better than they havein the past.”

“Wereceived many congratul ationsfrom the producers, talent managers and audiencefor the sound of
theshow thisyear,” commented Zazerskis. “ Our sound system design faced many challenges, and met
themwell. TheVerTeclinearray system package performed flawlesdly. Itiseasy to seewhy it has
become so popular for useat major televised shows and awards ceremonies. Even when the hosts
wereout infront of themain overhead arrayson asmaller thrust stage, the board operatorshad no
feedback problemsat all.”

UBS seffortsfor 2003 Eurovision Song Contest Final swerenot confined to just the main audience area.
Asloudspeaker system contractor, the company also provided sound reinforcement needsfor the Press
Center, backstage area, and artists' lounge.
A combination of JBL Sound Power models
and JBL EON15-G2 sdlf-powered systems
wereemployed for these purposes. Thecom-
pany asowascalled uponto cover thelarge
outdoor-audience area served by video
screens, wherelocal residentshad achance
to register their own approval for favored
songs from a crowd position along the
riverbank. UBSsupplied JBL HLA 4895 and
4897 horn-loaded arraysfor thisarea.

Sound reinfor cement professionalsfrom Univer sal Baltic
Sound and DM Audio collabor ated to provideconcert audiofor
the 2003 Eur ovision Song Contest.
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TheEurovision Song Contest, organized by thestate-run TV stationsof European nationsto findthe
most popular new song in Europe, has been running since 1956. It was devised asaway for the EBU
(European Broadcasting Union) to produce aprogram that could be made for thewhole of Europe,
thusreducing broadcast and production costs. Every member of the EBU isinvited to enter asong into
the contest. Thissong isthen performed at alocationinthe country of the previousyear’swinner. A
panel of 16ineach country judgesthe songs, and votesaregiventotheir favorites. Thisyear’ swinner
was Turkey, so Eurovision Song Contest 2004 will be hosted in Ankaraor I stanbul.

Headquarteredin Northridge, Cdifornia, JBL Professiond istheworld'sleading designer, manufacturer,
and marketer of professional loudspeakersfor recording and broadcast, musician, cinema, touring
sound, commercia sound and contracting applications. JBL Professiond ispart of the Harman Interna-
tional network of professiona and consumer audio companies. For compl ete product and company
information, goto the JBL Pro website at www.jblpro.com.
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